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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
JULY 2023


Meeting:  11 July 2023 – Benton County Administration Building, 7122 West Okanogan Place, Kennewick


Board Members Present				Benton County Employees
Dave McNeal, Vice Chair 				Adam Fyall
Karla Brown, Secretary					
Sarah Funk, Member
Kit McBurney, Member
Robin Emmingham, Member
Michael LeCompte, Member

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call
Vice Chair, Dave McNeal, called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm and the Pledge was recited. 
Review & Approval of Agenda
The July 11, 2023, agenda was approved as submitted, with the addition of the election of board officers added to the Business portion of the meeting.
Review & Approval of Minutes
The June 2023 minutes were reviewed and approved by the Board with the amendment from Mr. McNeal that Michael Crowder is current president (not past) of the National Association of Conservation Districts and past member of the board.  Mr. McNeal also pointed out that the absences of both members, Robin and Laauli were excused absences.  Adam will update the minutes to reflect the two amendments. 
Monthly Reports to the Board
Chair’s Report
No Chair’s Report. Mr. McNeal welcomed our newest member, Michael LeCompte, to introduce himself. 
Committee/Subcommittee Reports
No committee or subcommittee reports. 

Staff Reports
Adam asked to have at least one Board Member attend Columbia Center Rotary’s photo-op scheduled for Thursday July 27th.  He will send the Board more information later. 
The bid opened today for the training facility at Rattlesnake Mountain Shooting Facility, which is the second part of the Law Enforcement Training Area development that is outside of the TCSA leased area. There were 7 bids presented. 
Adam shared that Mark Finkbeiner, the Horn Rapids Park caretaker, is on a honeymoon in Alaska having a great time and beating the heat!  Adam will help relay congratulations from the Board on his new marriage. 
Sadly, Adam shared that Vicki Clark passed away a couple weeks ago. She was the first and longtime secretary of Tapteal Greenway and a regular guest at Park Board meetings for several years in support and on behalf of the equestrian community. 
Business
· Shrub-Steppe Trails Alliance
Julie Nelson presented to the Board an idea for a new trail system on Jump Off Joe using DNR land.  Julie represents Shrub-Steppe Trails Alliance, a new group in the area, as well as the Chinook Cycling Club. Richland area has a lot of trails, and South Kennewick is missing that.  They would like to explore the option to turn Jump Off Joe into mountain biking and multi-use purpose for horse riding, shooting, hiking, etc.  They would like the Board’s feedback on their plan to propose to DNR. They are a 501(c)3 established in 2021, and open to membership in 2024. They are currently working with the International Mountain Bike Alliance, they have grant writers and are starting to get sponsors. 

The piece of land they want to acquire is land locked, they would need to get approval from landowners or build access around it. The plan would be to use existing trails to create a trail system that would connect the top of Jump Off Joe with the land surrounding the multi-use trail system. In order to execute their plan, they need agreements with DNR to use their property and agreements with landowners for access easements or land acquisition. 

Adam suggested they meet with FOBM to get ideas of how to go about acquiring/leasing land and working with homeowners, and they are meeting with them tomorrow. Other members of the Board expressed their enthusiasm for the idea for the trail system and wished the group luck and asked that they stay in touch with their progress and to ask for help if needed. 

· Annual Two Rivers Park & Hover Park Compliance Inspection

Both properties are leased through the Army Corp. The Corp does a park walk through inspection for compliance in accordance with the County’s lease, once a year, they follow up with a report and we need to remedy that by the end of the year. Adam went through the 8 write-ups at Two Rivers, i.e., out of date fire extinguisher, old solution in the eye wash station, old storage cabinets, etc. The meetings are always scheduled around May, so they need to be more vigilant next time to prep for the common write-ups. 
 

· Hover Park Parking Lot & Two Rivers Park Restroom

We have the permit for both projects. 

At Hover we are trying to build a parking area. Knutzen drew three variations of the parking lot design. We have permission to do the parking lot and a subcommittee should work with Mr. Knutzen and work on a plan for this. The idea has been thrown around to have a barricaded and gated parking lot to serve airsoft to park in an “unapproved parking area”.  Otherwise, they would try to address renegade ORV use accordingly. The lot needs to fit horse trailers through and accommodate everything they are going to do. Robin agreed to chair the subcommittee, with Kit alongside of the committee would be the airsoft community, Purple Sage Riders and the off-road community.

Two River Restroom is going to be boarded up for the remainder of the year and they are going to use portable toilets.  Kit and Robin will also be on the committee to help execute the new restroom project.  Adam would like to get the group going in the next couple of weeks. 

· Candy Mountain Preserve Potential Acquisition

The potential acquisition to purchase a 40-acre lot from a private landowner near Candy is still on the table. A generous, anonymous donor has agreed to fund the remainder of the project. The County would most likely buy the property from Friends at a later date.  Whereby the County would pay $100,000, and Friends of Badger Mountain would possibly donate the remainder which would put them in the position to use that equity to match or leverage on a future grant. 

· Comprehensive Parks Plan
The Board met with Tom a couple weeks ago to go through the survey and plan a date of the open house.  The next open house will be online via Zoom next Thursday. Publicity will start tomorrow using the mailing list and other means.  This will be the last open house, then we will wind down the project. We haven’t seen or worked through the narrative yet, Tom is currently working on that. It will include options for different kinds of funding, it will address policy issues, and address what the Tri-Cities is lacking (such as mountain biking trails) which will help out members of the community when applying for grants, etc. Robin suggested and Dave agreed we spend time looking at the comments addressed in the survey to find the balance between the comments and ratings received to determine what the public is really looking for from the Board in order to narrow down our core items.  Dave and Robin have printed out copies of the survey results they will read through them and Adam offered to print off copies for the rest of the Board if they want a hard copy to read. 
· Joint Park Board Meeting
The date that most members are available for the Joint Park Meeting is October 4th. Adam will propose that date and the day after, October 5th to Michael Crowder. 

· Election of Officers
The Board held an Officer Election due to the recent resignation from Chair, Laauli Faamausili. Dave McNeal was elected Chair, Robin Emmingham was elected Vice Chair, and Karla Brown we re-elected as Secretary. 
Public Comments/Poll of the Board/Adjournment
Public Comment: 
Dick McGrew (Miniature Aircraft Association) shared that there has been an increase in members. They are gearing up for Huck Fest and Regionals for IMAC at the end of September. They are also doing a lot of work on the building, getting rid of rot and putting a coat of paint on it. 
Poll of the Board:
Robin Emmingham shared that Two Rivers Park is full on the weekends and much during the week. The garbage is full and overflowing on Sunday mornings and that needs to be addressed. He also pointed out that because of the failure of the irrigation system, the far north tip has been abandoned. But he is excited for the boardwalk and looks forward to the work at Hover. 
Dave McNeal thanked Adam, Dave Beech and Friend of Badger on getting everything to come together as quickly as it did with the potential acquisition. Adam mentioned that it has been a long time coming but is now really starting to pick up quick and everyone is excited.
Kit McBurney is excited about the potential acquisition on Candy. She also thanked all the Board Officers for their hard work thus far. 
Karla Brown thanked the Board members for re-electing her as Secretary and thanked the meeting attendees.
Our newest Member, Michael LeCompte thought that Shrub Steep Trail Alliance is an exciting opportunity and he is excited to be a part of the Board. 
Sarah Funk is thankful for the officers and collaboration of all park partners, FOBM and Dave Beech for all the work that has been done. 
The Board vacancy has been posted or will be posted this week. Adam will confer with Glen tomorrow. The August meeting is at Horn Rapids with an honoring of Linda. More details to come. 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at: 8:30 PM. 
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